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... TODAY BEG NS SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK | N | ONMA AND NEBRASKA. . .

GOVERNCORS TOM VI LSACK AND M KE JOHANNS. .. THE | ONMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

DI VI SI ON. . . THE NEBRASKA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY AND THE NATI ONAL WEATHER
SERVI CE HAVE DESI GNATED THE WEEK OF MARCH 29 TO APRIL 2 AS SEVERE WEATHER
AWARENESS VEEK | N | OWMA AND NEBRASKA. EACH MORNI NG THI S VEEK. .. THE NATI ONAL
WEATHER SERVI CE I N VALLEY W LL I SSUE A PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON STATEMENT FOCUSI NG
ON A DI FFERENT | TEM EACH DAY. TOPICS THI S YEAR | NCLUDES THE FOLLOW NG. . .

MONDAY. . . SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS

TUESDAY. . . FLOODS

WEDNESDAY. . . TORNADCES AND THE STATEW DE TORNADO DRI LL AT 1000 AM
THURSDAY. . . HEAT

FRI DAY. . . SEVERE WEATHER AND FLASH FLOOD PRODUCTS

ATTENTI ON MEDI A. . . I N ORDER FOR SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK TO BE

EFFECTI VE. . . MEDI A COVERAGE | S CRITI CAL. PLEASE USE THE | NFORVATI ON I N THE
PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON STATEMENTS | N YOUR NEWS PROGRAMS TO HELP PROMOTE SEVERE
WEATHER SAFETY. WE ALSO ENCOURAGE MEDI A | NTERVI EW6.  PLEASE CONTACT BRI AN
SM TH AT 402-359-5166 | F YOU ARE | NTERESTED.

TODAY/ S TOPI C | S SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS. . .

EACH YEAR ON AVERAGE | OMA AND NEBRASKA SEES ABOUT 100 TORNADCES...TENS OF
FLASH FLOOD EVENTS. .. HUNDREDS OF SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS. .. AND THOUSANDS OF NON-
SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS. | T IS HOPED THAT BY USI NG THESE PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON
STATEMENTS. .. THE PUBLI C CAN BE BETTER EDUCATED ON THE DANGERS OF SEVERE
WEATHER AND PROTECTI VE ACTI ONS NEEDED TO SAVE LI VES.

BY DEFI NI TI ON... A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM MUST CONTAI N HAIL THAT IS THREE QUARTER
INCH I N DI AMETER OR LARGER. .. STRAI GHT LI NE W NDS OF 58 MPH OR

STRONGER. . . AND/ OR A TORNADO. THE NATI ONAL WEATHER SERVI CE | SSUES SEVERE
THUNDERSTORM AND TORNADO WATCHES AND WARNI NGS FOR SEVERE THUNDERSTORNMS.

THUNDERSTORM SAFETY. . .
WHAT YOU CAN DO

BEFORE THE STORM . .

- KNOW THE COUNTY IN WHICH YOU LI VE AND THE NAMES OF NEARBY MAJOR CI Tl ES.
SEVERE WEATHER WARNI NGS ARE | SSUED BY COUNTI ES.

- CHECK THE WEATHER FORECAST BEFORE LEAVI NG TO BE OUTDOORS FOR EXTENDED
PERI ODS.

-WATCH FOR SI GNS OF APPROACHI NG STORMS.



-IF A STORM | S APPROACHI NG. . . KEEP A NOAA WEATHER RADI O OR AM FM RADI O W TH
YOU.

- POSTPONE OUTDOOR ACTI VI TI ES | F THUNDERSTORMS ARE | MM NENT. THI' S IS YOUR BEST
WAY TO AVO D BEI NG CAUGHT I N A DANGEROUS SI TUATI ON.

- CHECK ON THOSE WHO HAVE TROUBLE TAKI NG SHELTER | F SEVERE WEATHER THREATENS.

WHEN THUNDERSTORMS APPROACH. . .

- REMEMBER: | F YOU CAN HEAR THUNDER. .. YOU ARE CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE STORM TO BE
STRUCK BY LI GHTNI NG. GO TO SAFE SHELTER | MVEDI ATELY!

-MOVE TO A STURDY BUI LDI NG OR CAR. DO NOT TAKE SHELTER | N SMALL SHEDS. .. UNDER
| SOLATED TREES. .. OR | N CONVERTI BLE AUTOMOBI LES.

-IF LIGHTNING | S OCCURRI NG AND A STURDY SHELTER I'S NOT AVAI LABLE... GET I NSIDE
A HARD TOP AUTOMOBI LE AND KEEP W NDOWS UP.

-GET OUT OF BOATS AND AVWAY FROM WATER.

- TELEPHONE LI NES AND METAL PI PES CAN CONDUCT ELECTRI CI TY. UNPLUG APPLI ANCES
NOT NECESSARY FOR OBTAI NI NG WVEATHER | NFORMATI ON.  AVOl D USI NG THE TELEPHONE OR
ANY ELECTRI CAL APPLI ANCES. USE PHONES ONLY I N AN EMERGENCY.

-DO NOT TAKE A BATH OR SHOVWER

-TURN OFF Al R CONDI TI ONERS. POVWER SURGES FROM LI GHTNI NG CAN OVERLOAD THE
COVPRESSORS.

| F CAUGHT OUTDOORS AND NO SHELTER IS NEARBY. . .

-FIND A LOW SPOT AWAY FROM TREES. .. FENCES AND POLES. MAKE SURE THE PLACE YQU
PICK I'S NOT SUBJECT TO FLOODI NG

-IF YOU ARE I N THE WOODS. . TAKE SHELTER UNDER THE SHORTER TREES.

-IF YOU FEEL YOUR SKI N TI NGLE OR YOUR HAI R STAND ON END. .. SQUAT LOW TO THE
GROUND ON THE BALLS OF YOUR FEET. PLACE YOUR HANDS ON YOUR KNEES W TH YOUR
HEAD BETWEEN THEM MAKE YOURSELF THE SMALLEST TARGET POSSI BLE AND M NI M ZE
YOUR CONTACT W TH THE GROUND.

-1 F YOU ARE BOATI NG OR SW MM NG..GET TO LAND AND FI ND SHELTER | MVEDI ATELY!

FOR MORE SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS | NFORMATI ON ON-LI NE... GO TO THE DES
MO NES NATI ONAL WEATHER SERVI CE VEB SI TE AT WAW CRH. NOAA. GOV/ OAX.
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